
 

 

 

"Usted también puede ser llamado". 
    

 

Muchas veces la gente me pregunta “¿por qué quieres ser sacerdote? Normalmente respondo porque “quiero  salvar mi 
alma y con la ayuda de Dios llevar a las personas a la comunión amorosa con Dios. Ha sido mi deseo desde mi niñez,  
como monaguillo, servir a Dios y a la humanidad como un Sacerdote Católico Romano encendido en mi corazón. No sé 
qué provocó este deseo de todos modos, pero si me preguntas, diré que es un llamado divino de Dios que he visto las 
señales muchas veces en mi vida. Sin embargo, desde que elegí a responder al llamado de Dios al sacerdocio, no ha sido 
fácil. Me he encontrado con mis desafíos y oposiciones de amigos y familiares, pero una cosa que siempre me da alegría 
es que sé que no estoy solo en este camino, creo que siempre estoy con Dios y uno con Dios, es la mayoría. Cada vez 
recuerdo que me siento más animado a discernir la vocación al sacerdocio. Gracias a Dios que ha mantenido este deseo 
y fuego ardiendo a través de mi oración  constante y sirviendo en la Misa, el apoyo de mis padres, amigos seminaristas y 
sacerdotes. 
 

Habiendo dicho esto, uno podría preguntarse, ¿quién me influyó o qué me impulsó a ingresar finalmente al seminario? 
Diría que la vida de los sacerdotes, especialmente mi Pastor entonces, Rev. Fr. Raymond Madueke (de bendita memoria) 
influyó mucho en mí para ingresar al seminario. Fue muy activo en su ministerio pastoral. Era un sacerdote humilde y 
me gustó mucho su manera de acercarse a la gente. No pude resistirme a la compañía de mis amigos seminaristas y   
sacerdotes porque siempre los veo felices y gozosos en el servicio a Dios y esto me impulsó también a ingresar al       
seminario. Hasta el día de hoy, todavía veo, experimento y disfruto ese gozo y felicidad en el seminario, especialmente 
estando cerca de los seminaristas y sacerdotes de mis hermanos mientras sirvo al pueblo de Dios en la humildad y el 
amor de Dios. El seminario ha sido para mí como un hogar también un lugar de alegría donde los seminaristas se unen 
como hermanos y están en constante comunión con Dios a través de la liturgia de horas y la Misa diaria. Hay unidad, paz 
y armonía en el seminario. 
 

De hecho, puede que te interese saber que ser seminarista no es solo estudiar. La oración es de suma importancia en la 
vida de todo seminarista. Lleva al seminarista a una comunión divina con la Santísima Trinidad y la Santísima Virgen  
María, que guía e intercede constantemente por los sacerdotes y seminaristas. Dios es dueño de la viña, mientras que 
un seminarista es como un trabajador invitado a trabajar en la viña de Dios. Es a través de la oración que muestra su 
afán y celo por honrar la invitación divina. La oración ayuda al seminarista a tener el sentido de  absoluta dependencia 
de Dios y somete su voluntad totalmente a la voluntad de Dios. Por otro lado, desde mi    propia perspectiva, veo a un 
seminarista como un hombre que ha elegido el mejor trabajo del mundo. Muchas    personas desean estar con el Señor, 
pero todavía están luchando con los placeres y distracciones mundanos,     mientras que un seminarista, por otro lado, 
disfruta del privilegio divino de vivir en la casa de Dios. Los seminaristas reciben una formación humana, intelectual, 
espiritual y pastoral  a través de la cual desarrollan una personalidad sana. 
 

Finalmente, mi experiencia como seminarista ha sido tan asombrosa debido a la continua gracia de Dios y el amor en mi 
vida mientras servía al pueblo de Dios. Así, toda vocación es un regalo y una bendición de Dios para la humanidad, no 
importa qué vocación elijas en la vida sino lo que realmente importa, es caminar con Dios y dejar que Dios se haga cargo 
y esté en el centro de tu vida cada día. Sin embargo, Dios puede llamar a cualquiera a cualquier vocación                       
independientemente de su debilidad o estado en la vida. No importa quién sea usted o lo que esté haciendo ahora, Dios 
llama a los imperfectos para perfeccionarlos. Por lo tanto, animo a cualquier hombre que esté considerando una 
vocación al sacerdocio a que asista regularmente a Misa, a cultivar la devoción al Santísimo Sacramento y a buscar la 
intercesión de la Virgen María. No tema iniciar una conversación con sus padres, tutor, pastor y director de vocaciones. 
Todo hombre tiene una vocación y cada vocación está determinada según la voluntad de Dios. Mientras continúo 
sirviendo al pueblo de Dios ahora como seminarista, continuaré orando por todos en sus diversas vocaciones en la vida. 
Y, por favor, ore también por mí (seminarista) mientras continúo en mi camino de fe hacia el sagrado sacerdocio. 
 

Sinceramente en el Señor, 

Antony Echezona 
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St Joseph Parish  

Mission Statement 

“In sincere gratitude 

and with grace in our 

hearts, St. Joseph      

parish calls God our 

one Father. His life is 

shown to us through  

Jesus as His Son and 

our Savior. In the Spirit 

of that same divine life 

we remember, profess 

and practice as a family 

of believers so that the 

Gospel may be light and 

leaven to our world.” 

VISION STATEMENT 

“St. Joseph parish and 

school seek to             

preserve a rich legacy 

of community life and 

love from its   century 

of  sharing and is        

committed to                    

excellence in             

formation and               

education, dedication 

in charity and service, 

and celebration in 

bonds of family and 

the blessings of our 

faith.” 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Parish Family, 

This issue of our Parish Newsletter includes activities in our school and its most 
significant milestone which is quickly approaching, together with a heartfelt      
article of vocation sharing by our seminarian, Anthony Ekezona Ejie. Please enjoy 
these presentations and continued best wishes and blessings during this new    
academic year and fall season. 

In the Lord, 

Msgr. John Gordon 

Pastor 

St. Joseph Parish School, “One hundred years young!” 

Our proud St. Joseph Elementary School is approaching its Centennial celebration 
this coming year of 2022/2023. Our subcommittee of volunteers and parents is 
charting a special time of recognition and observance.  

Below are some wonderful words about the quality of our growing school through   
parent testimonials. 

Parent Testimonials 

 “My experience with the St. Joseph community started in the early 90s when I entered Pre-K. Now, 
my son Xavier is in the 6th grade. Throughout my experience with St. Joseph School, the teachers 
have always been attentive and always willing to help. The different extracurricular activities enable 
children to try new things and there is something for everyone. There are always new school        
activities, as well as yearly traditions to look forward to. The diverse close-knit community is always 
something I valued at St. Joe’s. My hope is for my children to continue with traditions and make        
lifelong friends at St. Joes as I have.” ~ Ashley Webb, Parent of a 6th Grader  

 

“Approximately 6 years ago we decided to send our son to St. Joseph, because we thought this 
would be the best school in the area to provide him a solid education. He started in PreK-4, he is 
now in 4th grade and thriving! The teachers are amazing; they encourage the kids to be independent 
and always be their best selves.  

 

They are always available to answer additional questions even after hours. Our son has participated 
in a music program where he learned to play the drums. He has played on the basketball team and 
learned the importance of being a team player. He loves all the extra activities, but meeting up with 
his friends for the Halloween dance is his favorite!” ~ Shantell Brown, Parent of a 4th Grader  

 

" We love the culture and environment at Saint Joseph Elementary School. The school                
administration and staff are very devoted to the students. Our children love their teachers,           
Mrs. Dean and Mr. Williamson. A special thanks to both of them for all the hard work and extra time 
they dedicate to their students and classroom. We couldn’t have chosen a better school for our    
children.” ~ Jason and Zuleima, Parents of a Pre-K and Kindergarten students  



 

 

 

              “You, too may be Called.” 
 
 

 
Many times, people do ask me “why do you want to be priest?  I usually answer because “I want to save my 
soul and with the help of God to lead people into loving communion with God. It has been my desire since my 
childhood, as an altar boy, to serve God and humanity as a Roman Catholic Priest enkindled in my heart. I do 
not know what brought about this desire anyway but if you ask me, I will say that it has a divine calling from 
God which I have seen the signs many times in my life. However, since I chose this very part of life to answer 
God’s calling to the priesthood, it has not been easy. I have encountered my challenges and oppositions from 
friends and family members but one thing that always gives me Joy is that I know that I am not alone in this 
journey, I believe I am always with God and one with God, is majority.  Each time I remember that I become 
more encouraged to discern the vocation to priesthood. Thanks to God who has kept this desire and fire burning 
through my consistent prayer, and serving at Mass, the support from my parents, seminarian friends and priests.  
 

Having said this, one might be wondering, who influenced me or what prompted me into entering the  seminary 
finally? I would say that the life of priests especially my Pastor then, Rev. Fr. Raymond Madueke (of blessed 
memory) highly influenced me into entering the seminary. He was very active in his pastoral ministry. He was 
a humble priest, and I really liked his manner of approach to people. I could not resist the company of my   
seminarian friends and priests because I always see them happy and joyful while serving God and this    
prompted me also to enter the seminary. Until today, I still see, experience, and enjoy that Joy and Happiness in 
the seminary especially being around my brother seminarians and priests while serving the people of God in the 
humility and love of God. Seminary has been like a home for me also a place of joy where seminarians are  
united as brothers, and are in constant communion with God through the Liturgy of the Hours and daily Mass. 
There is unity, peace, and harmony in the seminary. 
 

As a matter of fact, it might interest you to know that being a seminarian is not only to study. Prayer is of     
paramount importance in the life of every seminarian. It brings a seminarian into a divine communion with the 
Blessed Trinity and Blessed Virgin Mary who constantly guides and intercedes for priests and seminarians. 
God owns the vineyard, while a seminarian is like a worker being invited to work in God's vineyard. It is 
through prayer that he shows his eagerness and zeal to honor the divine invitation. Prayers helps a seminarian 
to have the sense of absolute dependency on God and submits his will totally to God's will. On other hand, 
from my own perspective, I see a seminarian as a man who has chosen the best job in the world. Many people 
desire to be with the Lord, but they are still battling with worldly pleasures and  distractions, while a           
seminarian on the other hand enjoys the divine privilege of living in God's house.  Seminarians receive a   
standard human, intellectual, spiritual, and pastoral formation through which they develop a healthy              
personality. 
 

Finally, my experience as a seminarian has been so amazing because of the continued grace of God and love in 
my life while serving the people of God. Thus, every vocation is a gift and blessing from God to humanity, it 
does not matter which vocation you choose in life but what really matters, is walking with God and allowing 
God to take charge and to be at the center of your life each day. Nevertheless, God can call anyone to any     
vocation irrespective of your weakness or status in life. It does not matter who you are or what you are doing 
now, God calls the imperfect to perfect them. Therefore, I encourage any man who is considering a vocation to 
priesthood to regularly go to Mass, to cultivate devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and to seek the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary. Do not be afraid to open a conversation with your parents, or guardian, pastor, and a       
vocations director. Every man has a vocation, and every vocation is determined according to God’s will. While 
I continue to serve the people of God now as a seminarian, I will continue to pray for everyone in their various 
vocations in life. And please also pray for me (seminarian) as I continue in my journey of faith to the sacred 
Priesthood.  
 
Sincerely in the Lord, 
Antony Echezona 
 

 

 

St. Joseph School 
 

 
 
 

Looking toward our  
100th Year  Anniversary Events 

 

A Preview of 2022/2023 
 

September 2022-September 2023: Our 100th year of Catholic education and faith      
formation (Tentative calendar of activities for centennial year). 
 

First week in September: Sunday morning Mass in school gym followed by a pancake 
breakfast and tours of the school building by students. Special outreach to invite alumni, 
families and benefactors to view and enjoy school  setting. 
 

Each of the 10 months of the 2022/2023 School Year: Beginning in September, each 
month will be dedicated to researching, displaying and learning about one of the decades 
of the 100 years from 1922-2022 by our school students and classes with all ten decades 
covered from September thru June. 
 

January 2023: Catholic Schools’ Week is observed with assembly dedicated to our    
anniversary and an outreach to our community inviting promotion of our school’s        
presence and identity as an institution of excellence in education and formation in  values. 
 

March/April 2023: Gala event at local venue to celebrate our rich heritage and bright 
future as a school family inviting friends, parishioners, alumni and school  members to a 
memorable evening. 
 

June 2023: Graduation 2022 with a special theme of 100 Years of Education and School 
Mission introducing scholarships and recognition provided by our  benefactors and     
special bequests in honor of the school’s anniversary. 
 

September 2023: Dedication of a significant completed project to improve,  enhance, and 
enrich the school location as a closing to the centennial year. 

 

Bingo, Tricky Tray, & Raffle and Fundraier 
at Saint Joseph School Gymnasium  

In support of St Joseph Catholic School  October 9, 2021  (Doors open at 5:30pm )  
Tickets on sale Now, $10.00 per ticket Must be 18 or over 

Bingo Games begin at  7:00 pm  (Ticket Includes 1 book  with 3 bingo cards per game) 
Tricky Tray ticket sales begin at 6:00pm  

All proceeds will be to support St Joseph Catholic School 
For more informa on please call (732) 541 - 8946 or (732) 541 - 7111  

Mission Statement  
The school community of St. Joseph gathers together 

in Christ to explore the richness of our faith, in our 

study of the created world and our part in it. We       

educate our students to become responsible, spiritual 

young adults who are respectful of themselves and 

others and who use their gifts and talents to make 

positive contributions to our church and the world.  


